Worship






Lent

Call to worship

Matthew 4:2 

After fasting forty days and forty nights, he was hungry. The tempter came to him and said if you are the Son of God, tell these stones to become bread. Jesus answered, “ It is written: Man does not live on Bread alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth of God.”

---------------------------------
We celebrated Ash Wednesday this week which begins the 40 days of Lent. 

The forty day period is symbolic of the forty days 
 Jesus fasted in the wilderness

 the forty days Moses spent on Mount Sinai with God

 the forty days  Elijah spent walking to Mt. Horeb
 in the story of Noah, God makes it rain for forty days and forty nights 
the Hebrew people wandered forty years traveling to the Promised Land. 
Jonah in his prophecy of judgment gave the city of Nineveh forty days grace in which to repent. 
Lent is forty days of fasting from food and festivities, giving to the poor, and prayer.

But from Ash Wednesday to Easter is  46 days, but Sundays in this season are not counted among the days of Lent. The traditional reason for this is that fasting was considered inappropriate on Sunday, the day commemorating the Resurrection of Jesus
On Ash Wednesday, we confessed our sin symbolize by wearing ashes that frames the whole Lenten season, with the assurance of pardon being given on Maundy Thursday.

Sing

As the Deer 
Here I am Lord
