Call to Worship 





Sailors, Palms, and a Pope
Read the story of Jesus’ triumphal entry on a donkey

I recently read a book titled Basilica. In it there is the story of Emperor Caligula, who built an 85 ft. 80 ton Obelisk, to worship the sun. 

Hundreds of years later, Pope Julius II wanted a marble tomb carved by the famous Michelangelo for himself. But the tomb was so grand he need to build the world’s largest church to hold it – St. Peter’s Basilica.
But Caligula's Obelisk was in the way. For years no one could figure out how to move the 80 ton Obelisk. One day a sailor, from Bordighera, with his knowledge of ropes and knot tying was able to devise a way to move the obelisk to the middle of the piazza where it stands today. 
The pope was so overjoyed he offered to grant any wish the young sailor wanted. He could have asked for riches, powerful position, or privilege. But he asked that his home town of Bordighera be allowed to supply palms every palm Sunday to the Vatican. And they still do today.

The sailor understood that the symbol of the most powerful was not an 80 ton Obelisk, or a tomb sculpted by Michelangelo, nor the largest church  it was a living thing – a palm. The palm that symbolizes around the world the glory and triumph of the King of Kings.

Sing 

Lord I lift your name on high

On eagle’s wing    
