Call to worship Revelations 4:8 

Day and night without ceasing they sing “ Holy, Holy, Holy, The Lord God the Almighty, who was and is and is  to come.”

Chrisitan Tradition has long connected the authors of the four Gospels ( Matthew, Mark, Like and John) with the four living creatures that surround god’s throne as described in Revelations. 

Around the throne, and on each side of the throne, are four living creatures, full of eyes in front and behind the first living creature like a LION and the second living creature like an OX, the third living creature with a face like a HUMAN, and the foruth living creature like a flying EAGLE 4:8 “Day and Night without ceasing the sing ….”

It was the apostle John that is symbolized with an eagle. While at the Cloisters museum in Manhattan yesterday, I saw the symbol of an eagle was commonly used in medevel art of the early church and cloisters. The eagle remind early worshipers of John, “ In the beginning was the word, and the word was with God, and the word was God.”

Here in our sanctuary today there is an eagle, the symbol of our nation, which sits atop our national flag, but for Christans  may the eagle remind us of the words in John and Revelations:

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God

And that God who was, and is, and will come again. 

