Worship





The grace that keeps this world

Call to Worship with the words from Ecc. 3:1 – 3 
To everything there is a season, a time for every purpose under heaven:

A time to be born and a time to die 

A time to plant and a time to harvest

A time to kill and a time to heal

A time to breakdown and a time to build up

I recently read a novel – it was a modern day Prodigal Son with a twist. A father with two sons. The younger son rebels, hits bottom, and returns to his father’s house asking for forgiveness. He returns on the first day of deer-hunting season. But tragedy strikes – the father mistakes his older, obedient son for a deer in the brush. And distraught over killing his son, the father shoots himself. But the younger, “prodigal” son saves his father’s life.

The novel ends with the father’s words– “ I’ve come to terms with my penance to live with the knowledge I killed my son. … I am reawakened to something I have long known … The work we live to do is the work we’ll never see completed. The snow will continue to fall. The geese will come back, just as they will continue to go. I have my faith. ….This is the grace that keeps this world.”  *
This story and those words stayed with me. The work we live to do is the work we’ll never see completed. This is the grace that keeps this world. 

I wrote these words on my chalkboard in my kitchen to ponder. My mother saw it and I asked her what she thought it meant - the work we live to do we will never see completed. She said, “I think it is about laundry.”
But the Lord lead me to Ecclesiastes 3 and the wisdom of King Solomon –

Verse 3:1-To everything there is a season, a purpose under heaven

Verse 3:9-11 - What do we gain by all of our hard labors?
I have seen what difficult things God demands of us.
God makes everything beautiful in His time. 
He has put eternity in our hearts, 
except that no one can find out the work God does from beginning to end.
Verse 3:12 -14 - I know nothing is better for us than to …. enjoy the good of all our labors – that it is a gift of God.
Everything God has done will last forever;
Nothing can be added to it, 
and nothing can be taken from it 
God has done all this so that we will worship Him.

God gives us the gift of enjoying our good labors – here and now on this earth - 
In tragedy, dark valleys, death, sin - Nothing we do can add or subtract from God’s perfect plan. Only God knows the beginning and the end and makes everything beautiful in His perfect time. This is the grace, that keeps this world.

* The grace that keeps this world by Tom Bailey

Let us sing #398 Fill my cup, Lord

#519 Something Beautiful (twice)
