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The Book of Eli

A few weeks ago I read an article in USA Today. After the success of the Passion of Christ, Hollywood would be releasing more faith-based movies. In 2010, those movies are finally ready for release, including The Book of Eli. First, I must warn you that, like the Passion of the Christ, the violence and blood makes the Book of Eli difficult to watch. The story however is powerful. It takes place 30 years after Nuclear War has destroyed civilization as we know it. A man named Eli hears a voice and it leads him to a pile of rubble where he finds a book. The voice explains that this is the last surviving copy of the book, most copies were destroyed in the nuclear blast, the surviving ones were later burned because people thought it was the reason the war had taken place. The voice instructed Eli protect the book with his life, and to go west and until he found a safe place for the book. Many times along the way, Eli remembers the words of the voice “stay on the path – stay on the path”. And for 30 years, he has travelled west with little food. Water is so sarce it has become the most valuable commodity. There are no plants living and the landscape is a large desert with nothing but blowing sand. It was desperate and desolate times. Eli hooks up with a teenager. They are hiding from those who would wish to kill them. Their water and food was running low. They are afraid. And Eli is silently reading from his book, as he does every day. The teenage asks Eli to read aloud to help distract her from their plight. So Eli reads:

The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not want.

 2 He makes me lie down in green pastures, 
       he leads me beside still waters,

 3 He restores my soul. 
       He guides me in paths of righteousness 
       for his name's sake.

 4 Even though I walk 
       through the valley of the shadow of death, [a] 
       I will fear no evil, 
       for you are with me; 

 The teenager is amazed at the beauty and power of the words. She has lived her whole life and never heard words like these. 
What a blessing that we have all the words of The Book in our lives. 

Let us sing:

 Lord reign in me

Shine Jesus Shine 
