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One Solitary Life

11/30/08

Call to Worship – First Sunday in Advent
Isaiah 9:6 

 6 For to us a child is born, 
       to us a son is given, 
       and the government will be on his shoulders. 
       And he will be called 
       Wonderful Counselor, [a] Mighty God, 
       Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

In 1983, just before lighting the National Christmas Tree, President Ronald Regan shared these words. 

I’d like to read some lines from a favorite (story) of mine called, “One Solitary Life”, which describes for me the meaning of Christmas. It’s the story of a man born of Jewish parents, who grew up in an obscure village, working in a carpenter shop until he was 30, and then for three years as a preacher. And, as the story says, he never wrote a book, he never went to college, he never traveld 200 miles from where he was born. He never did one of the things that usually accompany greatness. 

While still a young man, the tide of popular opinion turned against him. His friends ran away. One of them denied him. He was turned over to his enemies. He went through the mockery of a trial. He was nailed to across between two thieves. While he was dying, his executioners gambled for the only pieces of property that he had on earth. When he was dead, he was laid in a borrowed grave.

Nineteen wide centuries have come and gone. And today, He’s the centerpiece of much of the human race. All the armies that ever marched, all the navies that were ever built, all the parliaments that ever sat, and all the kings that ever reigned, all put together, have not affected life of man upon the Earth, as powerfully as this One Solitary Life.  
…..If we live our lives for truth, for love, and for God, we never need be afraid. God will be with us and He will be part of something much larger, much more powerful and enduring than any force here on Earth.

Sing 

#132 Angel’s we have Heard on High

#133Hark the Herald

Announcements
We will be decorating the Church for Christmas with Caroling in the Sanctuary next Sunday. We will be setting up the Christmas tree decorated with Chrismons.

President Richard Nixon shared these words while lighting the National Christmas tree in 1969…

May a Christmas Tree be as sturdy as faith

As high has hope

As wide as love …..

And as beautiful as peace. 

